Salvation

5. Regeneration Is Not a Human Work

John 1 !2Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God—!3chil-
dren born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God.

Titus 3 “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, She saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the wash-
ing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, $whom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior. . ..

C. The Results of Regeneration

See p. 454a, Salvation Provides Benefits for Believers; 510b, We
Are Renewed in Christ
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Justification

A. The Source of Justification: God

Isa 45 25But in the Lorp all the descendants of Israel will be
found righteous and will exult,
Isa 50 ®He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring
charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my
accuser? Let him confront me! %It is the Sovereign Lorp who
helps me: Who is he that will condemn me? They will all wear
out like 2 garment; the moths will eat them up.
Rom 3 1Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.
20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by
observing the law; rather, through the law we become
conscious of sin. .
2But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify,
2This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. 5God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement,
through faith in his blood, He did this to demonstrate his jus-
tice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished—26he did it to demonstrate his justice
at the present time, so as to be just and the one who Jjustifies
those who have faith in Jesus,

"Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what princi-
ple? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.
2For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
observing the law. 2Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the
God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 3%ince there is only
one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through that same faith,

Rom 4 SHowever, to the man who does not work but trusts
God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteous-
ness. . .. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many
nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things
that are not as though they were. . .. 2The words “it was cred-
ited to him” were written not for him alone, 2*but also for us, to
whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25He was delivered
over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justifi-
cation.
Rom 8 3%And those he predestined, he also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
3'What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for
us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 3Who will bring any
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who jus-
tifies, 3Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who

died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the rigy
hand of God and is also interceding for us, L
1 Cor 6 YAnd that is what some of you were. But You we, |
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. of

B. The Means of Justification

L. Justification Is Not by Human Effor¢
a) Justification Is Not by Circumcision,

Rom 2 #Circumcision has value if you observe the law, byt if
you break the law, you have become as though you haq noy
been circumcised. 26IF those who are not circumcised keep th
law’s requirements, will they not be regarded as though thee
were circumcised? 2’The one who is not circumeised physiCaH
and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though yoz
have the written code and circumecision, are a lawbreaker,

28A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor i cir.
cumcision merely outward and physical. 22No, a man is a Jey,
if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the
heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code, Such a map
praise is not from men, but from God.
Rom 3 ¥Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, *%since there is only one Gog
who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumciSed'
through that same faith,
Rom 4 9Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or algg for
the uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’ faith
was credited fo him as righteousness, ®Under what circurm.
Stances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, o
before? It was not after, but before! tAnd he received the sign
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith
while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of al]
who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righ
teousness might be credited to them, {2And he is also the father
of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but whe also
walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had
before he was circumcised,
Gal 5 2Mark my wordsl 1, Paul, tell you that if you let your-

‘selves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all,

3Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumecised
that he is obligated to obey the whole law. . . , For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any valye,
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through
love,

Gal 6 2Those who want to make a good impression outwardly
are trying to compel you to be circumcised, The only reason
they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ,
3Not even those who are circumocised obey the law, yet they
want you to be circumecised that they may boast about your
flesh. “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and
I to the world. 15Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything; what counts is a new creation, !6Peace and
mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God.

b) Justification Is Not by the Law
Job 9 ?“Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mor_tal
be righteous before God? 3Though one wished to dispute with
him, he could not answer him one time out of a thousand. ...
20Even if I were innocent, my mouth would condemn me;ifI
were blameless, it would pronounce me guilty.”
Ps 130 3If you, O Lo, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who
could stand?
Ps 143 2Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one
living is righteous before you,
Acts 13 ¥“Through him everyone who believes is justified frOﬂ;
everything you could not be Jjustified from by the law 0
Moses.” .
Rom 3 1945 it is written: “There is o one righteous, not evell
one ’

9Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to'tho
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silence
and the whole world held accountable to God, 2°Theref0r‘li o
one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the 18
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" the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering, And so he
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W, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith
Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and
ot by observi‘xilg the law, because by observing the law no one
sustified.”
lflf)‘/;ll who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for
{s written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do
Jerything written in the Book of the Law,” !!Clearly no one is
ctified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will
faith.” 12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary,
man who does these things will live by them.”
al 5 “You who are trying to be justified by law have been
ienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
ames 2 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

¢) Justification Is Not by Works

{fsa 64 SAll of us have become like one who is unclean, and all
our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a
leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

Rom 4 *Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to
m as a gift, but as an obligation. SHowever, to the man who
does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith
{s credited as righteousness. David says the same thing when
he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits
righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are they whose
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered, 8Blessed is
the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.”
Rom 9 'but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has
_not attained it. 3¥Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith
but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling
stone.”

Rom 11 'T ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I
am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the
tribe of Benjamin. 2God did not reject his people, whom he
foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the pas-
sage ‘about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel:
3Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your
altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying.to kill me”?
4And what was God's answer to him? “I have reserved for
myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”
350 too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.
%And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace
would no longer be grace.

Eph 2 S%For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith-—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—’not
by works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3 “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, She saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the wash-
ing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. . . .
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2, Justification Is by Faith
a) Justification Is in God
Qen 15 SAbram believed the Lorp, and he credited it to him as
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Rom 4 SHowever, to the man who does not work but trusts
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b) Justification Is in Christ

}_‘3 83 UAfter the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of

‘f:e i}nd.be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant
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Justification

39Through him everyone who believes is justified from every-
thing you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.”
Rom 3 2!But now a righteousness from God, apart from law,
has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets tes-
tify, 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, **and are justi-
fied freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus, 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement,
through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his jus-
tice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished—26he did it to demonstrate his justice
at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.
Rom 4 24but also for us, to whom God will credit righteous-
ness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead. 25He was delivered over to death for our sins
and was raised to life for our justification.
Rom 5 !Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace
in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory
of God. . . . %Since we have now been justified by his blood,
how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through
himl. ..

16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one
man'’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought con-
demnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought
justification. !7For if, by the trespass of the one man, death
reigned through that one man, how miich more will those who
receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ,

18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was con-
demnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righ-
teousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For
just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man
the many will be made righteous.

20The law was added so that the trespass might increase.
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that,
just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Rom 8 !Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law
of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
Rom 10 3Since they did not know the righteousness that comes
from God and sought to establish their own, they did not sub-
mit to God's righteousness. 4Christ is the end of the law so that
there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.
1 Cor 6 11And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Cor 15 !7And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins,
2 Cor 1 2!Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm
in Christ. He anointed us. . . . 24Not that we lord it over your
faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith
you stand firm.
Gal 2 16, , , know that a man is not justified by observing the
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith
in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and
not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one
will be justified.

17°1f, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evi-
dent that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ
promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18If I rebuild what I destroyed, I
prove that I am a lawbreaker. 1°For through the law I died to
the law so that I might live for God. 2°I have been crucified
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life
I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me. 2!I do not set aside the grace of
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law,
Christ died for nothing!”
Gal 3 3The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to




Salvation

Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” . . .
Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because,
“The righteous will live by faith.” !2The law is not based on
faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live
by them.” 3Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a tree.” 1¥He redeemed us in order that the
blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through
Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of
the Spirit. . ..

21]s the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God?
Absolutely not! For if a ]aw had been given that could impart
life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.
22But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner
of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in
Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.

23Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law,
locked up until faith should be revealed. 4So the law was put
in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by
faith. 25Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the
supervision of the law.

Gal 5 4You who are trying to be justified by law have been
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But by
faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for
which we hope. ¢For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through love.

Phil 3 7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for
the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
rubbish, that I may gain Christ #and be found in him, not hav-
ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that
comes from God and is by faith. 1] want to know Christ and
the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. . ..

¢) Justification Is by Grace

Rom 3 Zfor all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus.
Rom 4 '$Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may
be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s off-
spring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those
who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.
Rom 5 {5But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s
grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Chirist, overflow to the many! '6Again, the gift of God is not like
the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin
and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many tres-
passes and brought justification. ’For if, by the trespass of the
one man, death reigned through that one man, how much
more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ. ...

20The law was added so that the trespass might increase.
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 2!so that,
just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Gal 2 21“I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing)”
Gal 5 4You who are trying to be justified by law have been
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
Titus 3 She saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the wash-
ing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, Swhom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs hav-
ing the hope of eternal life.

d) Justification Is Freely Given
Isa 53 UAfter the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of

life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous Sery
will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. g
Rom 3 2*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of g
24and are justified freely by his grace through the redempt.0 ]
that came by Christ Jesus. ‘on

e) Justification Excludes Boasting

Rom 3 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the pre,
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those whq h
faith in Jesus.

2TWhere, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what Plingi
ple? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of fajy,
Rom 4 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he.h
something to boast about—but not before God. ad
1 Cor 1 2%He chose the lowly things of this world apq
despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the
things that are, 2%o that no one may boast before him, 3oy, '
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has beccn:s
for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, hOlinese
and redemption. 3!Therefore, as it is written: “Let him th
boasts boast in the Lord.” °
Eph 2 8For it is by grace you have been saved, througp,
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9;
by works, so that no one can boast.
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C. The Results of Justification

See p. 454a, Salvation Provides Benefits for Believers

X1
Union with Christ

See chap. 11, Sanctification

XII
Adoption

A. Adoption and God
1. God Is Our Father

1 Chron 22 9“But you will have a son who will be a man of
peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on
every side. His name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel
peace and quiet during his reign. 19He is the one who will build
a house for my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his
father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom over
Israel forever.”

Isa 63 ¢But you are our Fathex, though Abraham does not
know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our Father,
our Redeemer from of old is your name. .
Matt 6 9“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name. . . ."”

Matt 23 9“And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven.”

John 20 Y"Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet
returned to the Father Go instead to my brothers and te
them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my Go
and your God.”

Rom 8 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you 2 Slﬂl‘)’e
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” .

Gal 4 ¢Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of E“S Son
into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.

Eph 3 “For this reason I kneel before the Father, !3from whom
his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name'di o
Heb 12 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who di8 re
plined us and we respected them for it, How much me
should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
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